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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ALUMNA
REMAINS FAITHFUL TO KING'S DREAM
DAYTON, Ohio - Westina Matthews Shatteen has lived the dream. She has also lived
the pain.
As a sophomore at UD in April1968, she remembers hearing news of the assassination
of Martin Luther King Jr. She ran to Kennedy Union and pulled now-retired Kennedy Union
director Ellie Kurtz from a meeting.
"I said, 'He's dead. He's dead. I don't understand it. He's dead,"' Matthews Shatteen
recalled. "She (Kurtz) was holding my hands because I was going to hit the walls. I couldn't
believe such a great man had been assassinated. That's a very vivid memory for me."
Matthews Shatteen, a 1970 bachelor's and 1974 master's graduate of the University of
Dayton, will be the guest speaker at UD's 15th annual Martin Luther King Jr. prayer breakfast at
7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 22, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom. For more information on the
breakfast, call (937) 229-3634.
"I'm not giving an academic lecture. This is a prayer breakfast," Matthews Shatteen,
daughter of a Methodist minister, said with a laugh. A native of Yellow Springs and the first
alumna to speak at the prayer breakfast, she will present "Keeping the Faith in the Dream."
Matthews Shatteen attended the University at a time when the civil rights movement
was just blossoming. In 1968, she was selected the first black homecoming queen.
"I remember on the float as we went through Dayton we went through the black
community. There were people on the street crying. It finally hit me that they were crying
because they were so proud," Matthews Shatteen said.
When the University held a memorial for King later that year, her father, the Rev.
Wesley Matthews, marched with the president, the Rev. Raymond Roesch, S.M., and addressed
the campus community.
"I can't remember what he said," she recalled. "I was just so proud at that moment that
they had asked my father to come. There are so many tender, sweet memories around that
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tragic event."
Matthews Shatteen said she and a generation of leaders grew out of the dream King had
planted. "I have been the beneficiary of so much of what King believed in," she said. "Coming
out of the University of Dayton and being a student in the civil rights movement gave me a
commitment and passion to education and to equality."
She said the University community's ability to live its Catholic values allowed her the
opportunity to hone her student leadership skills. In 1969, the University sponsored a weeklong
focus on race, and she helped bring civil rights activist Julian Bond to campus.
"You must remember, when I started at UD, there were only 19 black students on
campus," she said. "UD provided me and others with an incredible opportunity to develop
leadership skills."
Matthews Shatteen and her husband, Alan Shatteen, a 1974 UD graduate, share homes
in Brooklyn Heights, N.Y., and Shaker Heights, Ohio. She is first vice president for U.S. private
client group for Merrill Lynch, addressing community development initiatives in the firm's 700
branch offices.
Matthews Shatteen is the highest ranking black female at Merrill Lynch and she was the
first black woman elected a trustee of the Merrill Lynch Foundation. During her dozen years
with the foundation, Matthews Shatteen helped create Scholarship-Builder in 1988. The
program randomly selected 250 first-graders from 10 U.S. cities. In 2000,90 percent of the
students selected for the program graduated high school with plans to attend college. The
educational incentive program will fund their continued education.
Matthews Shatteen, a two-time UD elementary education graduate, served on the New
York City board of education as an appointee of former Mayor David Dinkins. She is a trustee
at Wilberforce University and Bank Street College of Education. She also served as trustee of the
New York Theological Seminary.
In 2001, Matthews Shatteen was one of 25 leading U.S. businesswomen honored by
NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund, the nation's preeminent women's legal rights
organization. In 1990, she was named by Ebony magazine one of the 100 best and brightest black
women in corporate America. She also received a Special Achievement Award from UD's
National Alumni Association in 1990. She received a Kizzy Award in 1985, the same year Oprah
Winfrey received the coveted award from the Black Woman Hall of Fame Foundation.
"One constant thing in my professional career has been my commitment to community
relations, equality and philanthropy," Matthews Shatteen said. "It's about giving back and
helping others. The genesis of that happened at UD.
"UD is a very, very special place for me."
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For media interviews, contact Westina Matthews Shatteen at (609) 282-2871.

